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Welcome 

The Global Bioeconomy Summit 2026 (GBS 2026) will take place in Dublin, Ireland on 20-21 
October 2026 at The Convention Centre Dublin. A day for satellite activities is available on 19 
October, while delegates will be given the opportunity to participate in site visits across the 
Island of Ireland on 22 October. 

The Global Bioeconomy Summit (GBS) is a high-level, international gathering of leaders of 
bioeconomy from all hemispheres and from diverse backgrounds that represent the 
interdisciplinary and diverse features of the bioeconomy. It has been held previously in 2015, 
2018, 2020 and 2024. 

The International Advisory Council on Global Bioeconomy (IACGB) and the Government of 
Ireland will jointly organise the summit in 2026. 

Ireland was selected as the host nation, following the conclusion of GBS 2024 in Nairobi, 
Kenya. The selection of Ireland reflects the country’s growing leadership across policy, 
research and knowledge, bio-based innovation, bioeconomy related climate and industrial 
solutions, and circular bioeconomy demonstration initiatives for place-based transformation. 

Ireland’s hosting of the Global Bioeconomy Summit 2026 coincides with the Country’s hosting 
of the presidency of the Council of the European Union in the second half of 2026. 

 

 
Minister for Climate, Energy and the Environment, Darragh O’Brien, and Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 

Marine, Martin Heydon, announcing Ireland’s hosting of the Global Bioeconomy Summit 2026.  
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Introduction 
The official dates for the Global Bioeconomy Summit 2026 are Tuesday 20 October and 
Wednesday 21 October. Monday 19 October 2026 has been made available for organisations 
to hold independent satellite activities, for example pre-meetings, satellite events, etc., related 
to the bioeconomy.  

The Summit will take place in the Convention Centre Dublin (CCD) with an expected audience 
of 800-1000 people over the Tuesday and Wednesday. There will be exhibition spaces 
throughout the CCD, including the Forum for the main exhibition and the main entrance hall 
for bio-based innovations, as examples.  

GBS2026 recognises that the transition to a sustainable and circular bioeconomy is not only a 
scientific, technological and policy challenge, but also a societal and cultural one. Through this 
call, the Summit seeks to incorporate artistic perspectives that can inspire delegates, stimulate 
discussion and provide new ways of interpreting our relationship with biological resources, 
nature, society and economic transformation. 

Invited proposals 

This Call for Proposals seeks visual artists who have works made from biobased materials to 
be part of a Bioeconomy Artists Exhibition, to be located either at the theatre entrance hall, or 
within the main Forum, space dependent. Both areas will attract a significant footfall during 
the event. Please note that this is not a call to commission artwork, applications for existing 
and completed artworks only will be accepted.  

The Call for Proposals also seeks a literary artist who can attend the first day of the Summit 
and produce a bespoke poem or spoken word piece to be read out by the author at the start 
of the second day, and later updated to incorporate Day 2 and shared with attendees as a 
memento from the event.  

Joint proposals from multiple entities are welcome. Applicants will have primary responsibility 
for delivering their proposed artworks.  

The Departments of Climate, Energy and the Environment and Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine, along with the Professional Conference Organisers, Conference Partners 
International, will engage with successful applicants to confirm logistics, content and location 
for artworks.  

Applicants should note that this is not a public display, the exhibition space will be open to a 
limited audience of national, European, and international delegates. This Call for Proposals is 
not a contract but may form the basis of one or more; the Departments reserve the right not 
to award any contract through this process.  
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Themes of the Global Bioeconomy Summit 2026 

The overall theme for the Global Bioeconomy Summit 2026 is: 

BIOECONOMY FOR SOCIO-ECONOMIC TRANSFORMATION AND CLIMATE ACTION 

The current programme for the Summit is available at www.gbs2026.org  

Artworks proposed must reflect the overall theme of the Global Bioeconomy Summit through 
the use of biobased materials, or a focus on the bioeconomy itself.  

Summit Venue 

The Global Bioeconomy Summit 2026 will be held at The Convention Centre Dublin (CCD). 
The venue has been reserved for designated satellite activities on Monday 19 October. 

Designed by Pritzker award-winning Irish-born architect Kevin Roche, The CCD has quickly 
become a landmark building on Dublin’s skyline since it opened in 2010. Its stunning glass-
fronted atrium gives visitors panoramic views of the River Liffey, Dublin city centre, and the 
Wicklow mountains. 

The entire venue is finished to the highest specifications and incorporates industry leading 
technology and Wi-Fi throughout. The building offers 22 multi-functional rooms, all of which 
will be available to the Global Bioeconomy Summit 2026 between 19-21 October. 

For more information, see The Convention Centre Dublin (CCD). 

Support Framework for Visual Artists 

Applicants Open to visual artists who produce paintings, sculptures, fashion 

pieces or other art works made from bio-based materials that 

helps delegates experience, interpret or reflect on the 

bioeconomy and themes such as nature, land and sea, circularity, 

regeneration, transformation, knowledge, innovation, people and 

biological resources 

Date & time Monday 19 October 2026 for set up 

Tuesday 20 and Wednesday 21 October for exhibition 

Wednesday 21 October for removal and clean up 

Lunch and refreshments will be provided on 20 and 21 October. 

Venue The Convention Centre Dublin (Summit venue)  

Please note that final decisions on artworks chosen will be subject to 

the terms and conditions of the Convention Centre Dublin.  

Space Requirements Estimated total floor space available is approx. 30m2 

http://www.gbs2026.org/
https://www.theccd.ie/
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Space capacity restrictions at The Convention Centre Dublin may 

apply based on demand. 

Fees (€) for artists* • Artist’s time and artwork hire will be covered. 

• Transport costs within Ireland for artworks to and from the 

venue may be covered through receipted expenses or in line 

with Irish Civil Service Travel rates.1 

• Payment schedules to be agreed. 

 

Support Framework for Literary Artist 

Applicants Open to literary artists with the ability to create poetry or a 

spoken word piece in a short timeframe artistically reflecting the 

event. The artist chosen will be expected to deliver the poem or 

spoken word piece on the morning of Day 2. The poem or 

spoken word piece can then be updated to include Day 2 and 

sent out to attendees as a post-event memento.  

Date & time Attendance will be required for both days of the Summit. For 

Tuesday 20 October for inspiration for the poem or spoken word 

piece preparation.  

Attendance on Day 2 will include the delivery of the piece on the 

morning of Wednesday 21 October, and preparing any new 

material for the final piece on completion of the Summit.   

Lunch and refreshments will be provided on both days.  

The final piece must be completed and emailed by Friday 

October 30 2026. 

Venue The Convention Centre Dublin (Summit venue)  

Fees (€) for artists Artist’s time will be covered, which should include the 

commissioned poem or spoken word piece.  

Payment schedules to be agreed. 

 

 

 
 

1 Further information available at Civil service rates 

https://www.revenue.ie/en/employing-people/employee-expenses/travel-and-subsistence/civil-service-rates.aspx
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Submission of proposals 

Proposals must be submitted to bioeconomy@dcee.gov.ie  

The deadline for submissions is Monday 28 September 2026.  

All entries received before the submission deadline will be evaluated by officials from DAFM 
& DCEE with support from CPI.  

Submission criteria  
Visual Artist Applicants must provide the following information in their application: 

1. Contact Name, Email Address and Phone Number 

Name and contact email address for the artist or lead person for the artwork 

2. Type of artwork 

3. Title of artwork 

4. Relevance to Global Bioeconomy Summit 2026 (max. 1,500 characters)) 

How does your proposed artwork align with the Global Bioeconomy Summit 2026, 

with consideration given to the theme & sub-themes of the event? 

5. Description/summary of artwork (max. 2,000 characters plus a max of 5 photos) 

Brief outline of the artwork. If the artwork is available to view online, please include 

relevant links.  

6. Circularity and Sustainability of artwork (max. 2,000 characters) 

Brief outline of the circularity or sustainability of the materials used. 

7. Practical / logistical details 

Dimensions of the artworks, requirements for stands, plinths, etc., transport 

requirements to and from the CCD. 

8. Costs 

Total cost involved for the proposal, including: 

• Hire cost for both days of the artwork 

• Equipment costs, if any 

• Staff costs for the artist, if applicable 

• Estimated transport costs, to include set up and removal within the timeframe 

set out earlier in this document 

Literary Artist Applicants must provide the following information in their application: 

1. Contact Name, Email Address and Phone Number 

Name and contact email address for the artist or lead person for the artwork 

mailto:bioeconomy@dcee.gov.ie
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2. Type of artwork 

3. Proposed approach to writing about the Global Bioeconomy Summit 2026 (max. 1,500 

characters)) 

What is your proposed approach to gathering information and inspiration for your 

writing? 

4. Examples of Previous Work (max. of 5 previous works) 

If artwork is available to view online, please include relevant links.  

5. Costs 

Total cost involved for the proposal, setting out Day 1 and Day 2 costs separately.  

Timeline 
The following is an indicative timeline for the application and selection process: 

Call for applications published Thursday 10 September 2026 

Application deadline Monday 28 September 2026 

Notification of selection 05 October 2026* 

*Indicative timing 

 

Assessment criteria 
 

Visual Artists 

Relevance, 

Artistic 

Quality & 

Alignment 

Alignment with the objectives, themes, and values of the Global 

Bioeconomy Summit 2026. 

30% 

Biobased, 

Circularity 

and 

Sustainability 

Demonstration of the use of biobased circular and/or sustainable 

materials in the production of the artworks; can include potential 

use or reuse for post Global Bioeconomy Summit.  

30% 

Innovation, 

Event Impact 

Potential for delegate participation, engagement and interactivity; 

innovation use of bio-based materials. 

20% 
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& 

Interactivity 

Cost2 Overall cost of the artwork proposed 20% 

 

Literary Artists 

Methodology Proposed methodology for gathering information and inspiration 

for writing and delivering the poem or spoken word piece over the 

two days of the Summit.  

40% 

Quality Relevance of proposal and previous examples  40% 

Cost3 Overall cost  20% 

 

Please note that the Literary Artist that fails to produce a piece for delivery on Day 2 will be 
paid a reduced fee, pro-rata to the work carried out.  

Artists will retain copyright but will grant GBS 2026 permission to photograph, record and use 
material relating to the work for summit communications, website, social media and post 
event reporting with appropriate attribution provided.  

Further information 
For queries, please contact the GBS2026 secretariat at bioeconomy@dcee.gov.ie, referencing 
‘GBS2026 Artists’ in the subject line. 

For more information on the Global Bioeconomy Summit, please see www.gbs2026.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2 Overall cost will be determined according to the lowest overall cost receiving the maximum points, with all 
others scored pro-rata against this. 
3 As above. 

mailto:bioeconomy@dcee.gov.ie
http://www.gbs2026.org/
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Applications for Artists for the Global Bioeconomy Summit 2026 Data 
Protection Notice  
 

Data Controllers for the gathering of this information are jointly the Department of Climate, 
Energy and the Environment and the Department of Agriculture, Food, and the Marine.   

All data subject rights can be exercised with both Departments in relation to this data.  

General Data Protection information application, to both Departments, is available in links 
below: 

Department of Climate, Energy and the Environment: 

https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation-information/dfd02-data-protection/  

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine: 

https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation-information/ef9f6-data-protection/ 

 

Information specific to the personal data being collected as follows: 

The following data is specific information in relation to the personal data processed for the 
purpose of conducting a Call for Artists to be included in the Global Bioeconomy Summit 
2026, and for communications relating to same.  
 

1. Specified purpose: 

Personal Data collected will be used for the purpose of conducting a Call for Artists to be 
included in the Global Bioeconomy Summit 2026, and for communications relating to same. 

This Personal Data is collected, stored and processed by both the Department of Climate, 
Energy and the Environment and the Department of Agriculture, Food, and the Marine.   

2. Legal basis:  

Data is collected and processed under Article 6(1)(e) of the General Data Protection regulation 
for the performance of a task carried out in the public interest – as applicable to the functions 
of both Departments.    

The responses to the call are provided on a fully voluntary basis.  

https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation-information/dfd02-data-protection/
https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation-information/ef9f6-data-protection/
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3. Recipients:   

Staff directly involved with bioeconomy policy in each Department, the Professional 
Conference Organiser for the Global Bioeconomy Summit (Conference Partners Ireland) and 
members of the International Advisory Council on Global Bioeconomy (IACGB) will have 
access to this information.  

4. Categories of personal data: 

Personal data collected will include: name, email contact details, geographical information, 
organisation represented.  

5. Transferred outside the EU:   

N/A 

6. Retention Period: 

The data collected for this purpose will be held by the Department(s) only as long as there is a 
business need to do so in line with the purpose(s) for which it was collected. After this time, it 
will be marked for destruction and will be destroyed in line with internal guidelines or 
guidelines for destruction received from the National Archives Office or associated 
permissions received from them.  

7. Data provision being statutory or contractual obligation: 

N/A 

8. Automated Decision Making:   

N/A 

9. Third Parties: 

Conference Partners Ireland will assist in the management of the Call for Artists. They will 
access information from responses for this purpose only, with relevant controls in place.  

10. Technical information on data collected: 

Technical information on the cookies used on the Gov.ie website is available at the following 
link:  https://www.gov.ie/en/help/privacy-policy/?section=cookies 

 

 

Version 1 - Date:  03.09.2026 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/help/privacy-policy/?section=cookies

