
 
  

 
Global Bioeconomy Summit 2026 

 

Bioeconomy for socio-economic transformation and 
climate action 

Programme Overview 
 

DAY 1 - Tuesday, 20 October 2026 
 

 

TIME SESSION 

08:30 - 09:15 Opening of the Summit 
Opening and welcome addresses 

09:20 - 10:45 PLENARY SESSION 1 
Bioeconomy and multi-dimensional innovation - from 
discovery to scale 

 
Bioeconomy innovation is an essential socio-economic necessity, moving 
from research and innovation, through pioneering breakthroughs to achieving 
scale-up. This plenary identifies real-world bioeconomy success stories 
enabled by infrastructure, finance, entrepreneurship and policy. The plenary 
highlights how clear guiding principles are at core of these breakthroughs: 
circularity, employment, inclusion, nature- and climate-positive supply 
chains and the utilisation of sustainably available biomass-while balancing 
international collaboration, markets and trade with regional and local 
deployment and resilience, shifting towards the bioeconomy innovation 
required to deliver immediate global impact. 

11:15 - 12:45 Workshop Session 1 

12:45 - 13:45 Networking Lunch 



 

14:00 - 15:30 PLENARY SESSION 2 
Bioeconomy solutions in a world of global crises creating 
impact for sustainable development 

 
Although there are some successful examples of biobased solutions at scale, 
today's challenges have converged into a 'poly-crisis' impacting climate, food 
security, and livelihoods, and more solutions are needed. This plenary 
presents promising examples of new bioeconomy solutions that, when 
scaled, can address crises, respect planetary boundaries and foster 
resilience. Through holistic approaches, new biobased solutions can support 
economic competitiveness aligned with social justice and nature restoration, 
transforming global climate ambitions into credible, real-world 
implementation. 

16:00 - 17:45 Workshop Session 2 

From 18:00 Networking / Evening Programme 

 

 
DAY 2 - Wednesday, 21 October 2026 

 

 

TIME SESSION 

08:30 - 09:20 Opening of Day 2 

09:20 - 10:30 PLENARY SESSION 3 
Supercharging the Bioeconomy: Policy, markets and 
metrics to scale biobased solutions 

 
While many nations have bioeconomy strategies, few have set up the 
implementation plans necessary to mainstream and scale biobased 
solutions. This plenary addresses the "missing middle," examining policies 
that unlock finance and markets, attract investments and catalyse the 
biobased economy. By managing trade-offs like land use and equity, smart 
policy design converts high-level ambition into scalable, everyday reality and 
measurable impact. 

11:00 - 12:45 Workshop Session 3 

12:45 - 13:45 Networking Lunch 



 
  

 

 

Time Session 

14:00 - 15:30 PLENARY SESSION 4 
New European and Irish bioeconomy strategies, launch of 
the ‘Bio-based Europe Alliance’ (BEA) and mirror views from 
global partners 

 
This "local-to-global" plenary explores how place-based bioeconomy 
delivery can scale by linking EU enabling frameworks with national action in 
Ireland. It highlights how EU funding, regulation and collaboration support 
competitive national and regional bioeconomies, before turning to Ireland's 
new bioeconomy strategy and demonstration initiatives. Emphasis is placed 
on governance and engagement to support effective policy delivery, 
including the creation of investable pathways to market. Creating predictable 
and reliable demand will be key and exemplified by the launch of a voluntary ‘Bio-based 
Europe Alliance’ (BEA). Global mirror perspectives will reflect on 
transferability and how international collaboration can accelerate ‘local to 
global’ progress. 

16:00 - 17:00 PLENARY SESSION 5 
Bioeconomy Vision 2040 - Forward-looking narratives 

 
Building on G20 high-level principles for the bioeconomy and the COP30 
Bioeconomy Challenge, this plenary establishes a 2040 vision where the 
bioeconomy has become a "global norm", driving socio-economic 
transformation and climate action. By scaling cost-competitive 
biomanufacturing and integrating indigenous knowledge, the session moves 
from idealism to realism, creating forward-looking narratives that support 
measurable impact. Bioeconomy for socio-economic transformation will 
also require strong and inclusive global partnerships. To forge a sustainable, 
fair, and modern economic transformation, concrete near-term pledges and 
targets for bioeconomy action will be offered. 

From 17:00 Closing of the Summit 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


