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Welcome 
The Global Bioeconomy Summit 2026 (GBS 2026) will take place in Dublin, Ireland on 20-21 
October 2026 at The Convention Centre Dublin. A pre-meeting day will take place on 19 
October, while delegates will be given the opportunity to participate in site visits across the 
Island of Ireland on 22 October. 

The Global Bioeconomy Summit (GBS) is a high-level, international gathering of leaders of 
bioeconomy from all hemispheres and from diverse backgrounds that represent the 
interdisciplinary and diverse features of the bioeconomy. It has been held previously in 2015, 
2018, 2020 and 2024. 

The International Advisory Council on Global Bioeconomy (IACGB) and the Government of 
Ireland will jointly organise the summit in 2026. 

Ireland was selected as the host nation, following the conclusion of GBS 2024 in Nairobi, 
Kenya. The selection of Ireland reflects the country’s growing leadership across policy, 
research and knowledge, bio-based innovation, bioeconomy related climate and industrial 
solutions, and circular bioeconomy demonstration initiatives for place-based transformation. 

Ireland’s hosting of the Global Bioeconomy Summit 2026 coincides with the Country’s hosting 
of the presidency of the Council of the European Union in the second half of 2026. 

 

 
Minister for Climate, Energy and the Environment, Darragh O’Brien, Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 

Marine, Martin Heydon, announcing Ireland’s hosting of the Global Bioeconomy Sumit 2026.  
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Summit Overview 
Host: International Advisory Council on Global Bioeconomy and the 

Government of Ireland 

Purpose: Global Bioeconomy Summit 2026 

Venue: All meetings and events, except for site visits, will be held at The 

Convention Centre Dublin (CCD) 

Important 

Actions: 

• Visa: Determine if you will require a visa to enter Ireland. Please go to 

page 5 below for more information about obtaining an appropriate 

visa. 

• Accommodation: It is advisable to book your accommodation as soon 

as possible as hotels & accommodation are generally in very high 

demand in Dublin. Please go to page 7 below.  

• Flights: There is just one airport in Dublin (DUB). Please see Dublin 

Airport Official Website. Please go to page 7 below. 

• Registration: Official registration for Global Bioeconomy Summit 

2026 will open soon. 

 

  

https://www.iacgb.net/
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-agriculture-food-and-the-marine/publications/the-bioeconomy/
https://www.theccd.ie/
https://www.theccd.ie/
https://www.dublinairport.com/
https://www.dublinairport.com/
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Registration 
Official registration for the Global Bioeconomy Summit 2026 will open soon. 

 

Outline Schedule* 
19 October Pre-event meetings & workshops Afternoon 

 Reception to launch GBS2026, including 

cultural event and dinner  

Evening 

20 October Summit Day 1 08.30 – 17.00 

 Networking dinner & cultural event Evening 

21 October Summit Day 2 08.30 – 17.00 

 Cultural events Evening 

22 October Site Visits All day 

* Schedule is indicative and subject to change 

 
Visa Information 
Delegates should determine if they will require a visa to enter Ireland.  

Irish immigration facilitates a short stay ‘conference/event visa’ which allows you to travel to 
Ireland for up to 90 days to attend a conference, symposium or other event, subject to certain 
conditions.  

Delegates requiring a conference visa are advised to refer to the following website for full 
information and to familiarise themselves with the visa application process:  

Conference/Event visa - Immigration Service Delivery 

Early application to the Irish immigration service is strongly encouraged, as processing times 
can vary, depending on the attendee’s country of origin and application volumes. 

Letter from conference organiser 

Delegates seeking a conference visa will be required to obtain a letter, on headed paper, from 
the conference organiser to accompany their application. 

The Global Bioeconomy Summit secretariat will be available to provide suitable visa letters 
after the official GBS2026 registration opens. More information will be provided in due 
course.  

In the interim, please prepare all other supporting documentation for your visa application. 

  

https://www.irishimmigration.ie/coming-to-work-in-ireland/what-are-my-options-for-working-in-ireland/coming-to-work-for-less-than-90-days/conference-event-visa/
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Venues 
The Convention Centre Dublin 

The Global Bioeconomy Summit 2026 will be held at The Convention Centre Dublin (CCD). All 
pre-meetings, workshops, and associated activities will be held at this venue too. 

Designed by Pritzker award-winning Irish-born architect Kevin Roche, The CCD has quickly 
become a landmark building on Dublin’s skyline since it opened in 2010. Its stunning glass-
fronted atrium gives visitors panoramic views of the River Liffey, Dublin city centre, and the 
Wicklow mountains. 

Recognised as the first carbon neutral constructed convention centre in the world, The CCD’s 
contemporary design meets the highest standards of environmental sustainability.  

The entire venue is finished to the highest specifications and incorporates industry leading 
technology and Wi-Fi throughout. The building offers 22 multi-functional rooms, all of which 
will be available to the Global Bioeconomy Summit 2026. 

For more information, see The Convention Centre Dublin (CCD). 

Site Visits 

An opportunity to participate in site visits will be available to delegates. Site visits will 
showcase a range of bioeconomy activities and initiatives across the Island of Ireland.  

The full programme of Site Visits will be announced in due course.  

 

The Convention Centre Dublin, Ireland 

  

https://www.theccd.ie/
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Accommodation Information  
There are a range of accommodation options available in Dublin city centre, close to the 
meeting venue. We would recommend booking, or provisionally booking, accommodation as 
soon as possible. Dublin is a very busy city with tourism, conferences and sporting events.  

Travel sites, such as Booking.com, Hotels.com, or Trivago, are very useful for sourcing 
accommodation.  

It may be advisable to source accommodation within walking distance of the venue, or within 
proximity to public transport connections.  

 
Flights & Transport Information  
Flights  

There is just one airport in Dublin (DUB).  

The latest information and updates on flight arrivals and departures from Dublin Airport can 
be found at Dublin Airport Official Website. 

Transport to and from Dublin Airport  

Dublin Airport is located approximately 10km north of Dublin city centre, which is accessible 
by bus, taxi and car.  

You can access a map of Dublin Airport, and the travel connection points for bus, taxi or car, 
on the Dublin Airport Website: Travel To and From Dublin Airport | Airport taxi, buses and 
shuttle transfer services. 

Travel by Sea 

Frequent ferry services to the UK and mainland Europe are within easy reach of Dublin city 
centre. Dublin Port is just minutes away, while Rosslare Harbour, with regular ferry services to 
Wales, France and Spain, is located 2 hour’s drive from Dublin City. 

Transport around Dublin City, including to and from the venue 

The main type of public transport in Dublin city is bus, tram (Luas), rail, and taxi. There are also 
good cycling and walking routes available. Conveniently located in Dublin’s docklands, the 
business hub of the city, The Convention Centre Dublin (CCD) can be accessed via most travel 
options. Plan your journey in advance with the Transport for Ireland Journey Planner. 

Bus 
Dublin Bus offers a high frequency, easy-to-use, and accessible service across all of the city 
centre and surrounding areas. These services include city bus services, Airlink, Nitelink and 
DART feeder buses. You can find more information on fares and tickets here. 

https://www.booking.com/index.en-gb.html?label=gen173nr-1BCAEoggI46AdIM1gEaGmIAQGYAQm4ARfIAQzYAQHoAQGIAgGoAgO4AtXMpLwGwAIB0gIkYjM1MGEzYmItNmI5YS00Y2EzLWJiZTQtMTU5YWNmYjA5MjJj2AIF4AIB&sid=1d927928893733d919d09f31a3e61c6f&keep_landing=1&sb_price_type=total&chal_t=1764676386248&force_referer=
https://ie.hotels.com/?locale=en_IE&pos=HCOM_IE&siteid=300000019
https://www.trivago.ie/
https://www.dublinairport.com/
https://www.dublinairport.com/to-from-the-airport
https://www.dublinairport.com/to-from-the-airport
https://www.dublinport.ie/
https://www.rosslareeuroport.ie/en-ie/passenger/
https://www.transportforireland.ie/plan-a-journey/
https://www.dublinbus.ie/
https://www.dublinbus.ie/accessibilityhome
https://airlinkexpress.ie/
https://www.dublinbus.ie/nitelink-timetables
https://www.dublinbus.ie/fares-and-tickets
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Tram (Luas) 
Luas is Dublin’s light rail transit system. There are two lines, the Green Line and the Red Line. 
The CCD is on the Red Line, conveniently linking to downtown Dublin and Connolly and 
Heuston rail stations. Mayor Square and Spencer Dock are the closest stops. Switch between 
the Red and Green lines at Abbey Street / O’Connell – GPO / Marlborough stops. 

Rail and DART 

The DART (Dublin Area Rapid Transit) rail network runs along the coast of Dublin, from 
Malahide and Howth, to Bray and Greystones, providing transport from the city centre to 
suburban areas. Connolly, Pearse Street and Tara Street DART stations are all located about 
10 minutes’ walk from The CCD.  

The CCD is less than 10 minutes on the Luas Red Line from Dublin’s two main railway 
stations, Connolly and Heuston. Operated by Irish Rail, these stations serve all the major 
towns and cities in Ireland. 

Leap Card 

The TFI Leap Card is a prepaid travel card used in Ireland. It offers users the lowest public 
transport fares, often up to 30% cheaper than cash single tickets. TFI Leap Card is valid on 
bus, train and tram services across Ireland’s public transport network. 

Leap Card holders can use features like Fare capping and the TFI 90-minute Fare (TFI 90) in 
eligible fare zones. You can buy a TFI Leap Card online. 

Taxi 

There are thousands of taxis available in Dublin city, making it easy to travel around the city, 
day or night. You can book a taxi through a variety of different apps such as FreeNow or Lynk, 
or find out more about traveling by taxi in Ireland from Transport For Ireland.  

Receptionists at hotels and at the venue can also help you to book a taxi. Taxi fares in Dublin 
are regulated, and tips are at your own discretion. 

By bike 
dublinbikes are a good way to get around the city whilst minimising your effect on the local 
environment. Recent developments in the city, including pedestrian and cyclist crossings, 
mean accessing The CCD by bike is easier than ever. There are over 100 ‘dublinbike’ stations 
distributed throughout the city centre, with two large stations right beside The CCD. 

By Foot 
The CCD is conveniently located in the heart of the city centre and is easily accessible by foot 
from your hotel or local accommodation, or from many of the public transport options. It is 
less than a 20-minute walk to O’Connell Street and 30 minutes to St. Stephens Green. 

  

http://www.luas.ie/
https://www.irishrail.ie/about-us/dart-commuter
https://www.irishrail.ie/home/
https://www.irishrail.ie/home/
https://about.leapcard.ie/fare-capping
https://about.leapcard.ie/tfi-90-minute-fare
https://leapcard.ie/en/StagingPage.aspx?CurrNavigationType=CardPurchaseStrategy
https://www.transportforireland.ie/getting-around/by-taxi/
https://www.dublinbikes.ie/en/home
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Further information 
The GBS2026 Delegate Information Pack will be updated regularly as more information for 
Global Bioeconomy Summit 2026 becomes available. 

Please see the official GBS2026 for regular updates: 

Home | Global Bioeconomy Summit 2026 

Contact us 

To contact the conference organisers, please email:  

conference@gbs2026.org  

https://gbs2026.org/
mailto:conference@gbs2026.org

